The Shining Sun Issue 28: Summer 2014 by The University Lower School
Nova Southeastern University
NSUWorks
University School Newsletter University School
Summer 2014
The Shining Sun Issue 28: Summer 2014
The University Lower School
Follow this and additional works at: https://nsuworks.nova.edu/uschool_newsletter
Part of the Elementary Education Commons
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University School at NSUWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in University School
Newsletter by an authorized administrator of NSUWorks. For more information, please contact nsuworks@nova.edu.
Recommended Citation
The University Lower School, "The Shining Sun Issue 28: Summer 2014" (2014). University School Newsletter. 12.
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/uschool_newsletter/12
 The Of f ic ia l  Newspaper of   
The Universi ty  Lower School  
T H E  S H I N I N G  S U N  
Newspaper Staff 
Madison Davis 
Ryan Drucker 
Jordyn Epstein 
Johnny Fishman 
Joshua Frank 
Duncan Jurman 
Ella Marshall 
Romy Peretz 
Jared Sanders 
Emma Skaff 
Ryan Sobol 
Nikki Steinberg  
Blake Stern 
Andrew Simon- writer 
and photographer 
Trent Wantman  
IN THIS EDITION . . . 
 A Final Farewell 
 Third Grade Paves a 
“Little”Trail 
 Math Can be Fun in a Whole 
New Way 
 Sports Retreat from Recess 
 Don’t Stress, Play Chess 
 First Grade Builders  
 The Mysterious Monarch of 
The Deep 
 New Magic Waiting for You 
 The Mathamagical Genius 
 Big Losers Send Big Names 
Packing 
 Some Marlin Magic? 
 Fire is Catching 
 J.B.-Boy Wonder??? 
 Value or Splatter? 
 Summer time is Fun Time 
 Ask Ella 
 Dedication Page to Dr. Barnes  
 Summer Word Search  
 Letter from the Editor 
      A Final Farewell 
By Nikki Steinberg  
  
 It's a sad day for the University School as we say goodbye to a 
special lady.  Earlier this year, Dr. Nadine Barnes made the decision she is 
retiring.  “I felt it was time for me to have some relaxing time with my 
family, go on vacations, and just enjoy my spare time at my leisure,” ex-
plained Dr. Barnes.  Dr. Barnes has been a part of the University School 
for 22 years.  Over the years, Dr. Barnes has had many wonderful experi-
ences, in fact too many to count.  “I really liked helping design the new 
building, moving in, Afternoon of Art, People Fair, the Third Grade Idi-
tarod project, Kindergarten’s 50 day Celebration, First Grade Fairy Tale 
Festival, and Fifth Grade Recognition Ceremony!” said Dr. Barnes.   
 With 22 years’ worth of experiences, Dr. Barnes has many things 
to miss about the University School.  “The two things I will miss the most 
are the children and the staff.” Well, the students and teachers at U 
School have been with Dr. Barnes for a long time, and she has become 
an important part of their lives. “I’ll miss her smiling personality, her co-
operation, and all of her wonderful things she is involved in with the Low-
er School,” commented Mrs. Propos.  Mrs. Szikman added, “She is truly a 
wonderful leader and we’ll miss her, but I understand that she wants to 
spend more time with her family and travel.”  Fourth Grade student, Ryan 
Sobol, shared his opinion by saying, “I’m not happy about her leaving 
and I wish she could stay another year!” 
 Retired life may be a welcomed break for Dr. Barnes, but she in-
tends to do a variety of things to keep busy.  These things include travel-
ing, volunteering, and playing tennis. Dr. Barnes would also like to play 
golf, pursue other hobbies and volunteer her time with children or for 
children’s causes. 
 Students, parents, and faculty are all wondering what the future of 
University School will be like after Dr. Barnes’ departure.  Over the years, 
she has not only been a remarkable teacher and Director, but friend and 
role model as well.  However, 
change is not always a bad thing 
according to Dr. Barnes.   “I’m sad 
that I’m leaving, but I Look for-
ward to the change.  I know that 
the school is in good hands and 
the faculty, staff, and children will 
welcome the new director and 
support the U School while it 
continues to move forward in the 
21st century.”  
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Third Grade Paves a “Little” Trail  
By Jared Sanders 
 
 Under the stairs, in the main lobby, is a hidden treasure.  It is replica of the Idi-
tarod Trail created by Third Grade students. The Iditarod is an extremely dangerous 
dog-sledding race that covers over 1000 miles of beautiful Alaskan terrain. The race 
takes place every March and Third Grade students have the wonderful experience of 
studying it each year.  This year, as part of their S.T.E.A.M. project, students created a 
scale map of the trail. 
 S.T.E.A.M. stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics.  
For over a week, students worked collaboratively, constructing mountains, igloos 
and cabins, converting actual checkpoint mileage to scale, and painting Northern 
Lights for a backdrop.  If you look closely, you can see mountains, frozen rivers, 
spooky forests, and miles of flat, snowy land that the mushers and their dog team 
take on. Liam Murphy, a Third Grade student explains, “I can’t speak for everybody, 
but I think we all had a good time.”  The Third Grade S.T.E.A.M. project was a big 
success! 
 
 
FEATURES 
Here students are con-
structing mountains for the 
terrain.   
Trees for the trail were made 
out of pipe cleaners and clay.   
Students are adding markers 
to show actual checkpoints 
on the trail.   
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BREAKING NEWS!  
Math can be fun in a whole new way! 
By Blake Stern 
 
 Do you want a fun, excit-
ing, and educational competition 
to help you later in life? Well this 
year, Dr. Barnes, Mrs. DelaFuente, 
and Mrs. Sontag have chosen for U 
School students to participate in 
the Noetic Math Competition.  
The Noetic assessment covers two 
very important aspects of mathe-
matics; critical thinking skills to 
get you to think throughout your 
brain and computation for you to 
practice for later life problems. On 
November 4th and April 10th stu-
dents in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
Grade participated in the biannual 
competition. Most students got a 
score of 50% or greater, which 
earned them honorable mention. 
Some students such as Fifth Grade 
students William Boudy and Dylan 
Romig got on the National Honor 
Roll. Mrs. Sontag says, “The goal of 
the math competition is to encour-
age students to enjoy mathematics 
and use the knowledge later in 
life.” This math competition has 
changed U School’s point of view 
on mathematics. Depending on 
how you think mathematically, 
the test could be considered to be 
easy, hard, or anything in be-
tween. When asked what grade 
she thought she would get on the 
test, Mrs. Sontag said, “I think I’d 
get a few problems wrong!” So, are 
you up for the math challenge? 
Sports Retreat from Recess 
By Duncan Jurman 
 
Have you noticed that many sports at recess have been altered? 
This is because some recess games have become too dangerous 
and this can lead to kids getting hurt.  You are probably thinking 
that nothing has happened in your grade and it must be the other 
grades causing sports to change at recess.  While this may be true, 
University School administration and teachers put the safety of the 
kids as a top priority and want to do everything possible to ensure 
that kids are protected. 
 Just because some sports the way we know them are no 
longer allowed at recess, there is still hope for seeing sports return 
to recess.  For example, “Soccer could be brought back to recess 
by using a squishy Nerf ball,” said Mrs. Sontag, the Fifth Grade 
Team Leader.  If you want other games at recess, teachers encour-
age you to make up new games or think how to make the old 
games safer.  To suggest a new game or new safer way to play a 
sport, you need to write the rules down, write the pros and cons 
down, and present it to the team leader of your grade.  With a little 
creativity, sports can be played more safely and may return to re-
cess sooner than we think! 
Fifth Grade Students playing 
“Safe” sports!   
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Don’t Stress- Play Chess! 
By Ella Marshall and Madison Davis 
  
 Nothing could be more boring than playing the world’s oldest game 
that’s been played for 1500 years, when you could be on your iPad or phone or Xbox, right? Wrong! 
Yes, chess has been played for over a thousand years, but maybe it’s worth it to give it a chance. Popu-
lar belief is that it’s boring. Boring? You never know how it will be. You are more likely to win the lot-
tery by far than play the same game of chess twice. It’s different every time! You also don’t have to be 
old to be good at it, as some students of University School have found out. They play on the school 
chess team! If that sounds like something you’d be interested in, you’ve come to the right place. Stu-
dents get lessons and play chess after school, once or twice a week. Madison Draizin, who is in 4th 
grade, goes to chess class on Fridays and after she goes to chess club. When she starts a game she feels 
determined to win! She also thinks the most interesting thing about chess is how you have to think for 
every move. Chess classes are taught by coaches Chris Goldthorpe and Bill Cornwall. Coach Bill thinks 
there are advantages to playing chess. “Chess students get better grades. It helps them sit still and focus 
for long periods of time,” he says. Plus he adds a vital point-“You can play chess your whole life.”  
Coach Chris has been working at University School since 2008. He started playing chess when he was 5 
years old! The chess team has had the opportunity to travel to many tournaments, in and out of Flori-
da. Some destinations include Orlando, Dallas, and Nashville. When players are not competing, they 
can play mini golf, sightsee, go swimming and go to amusement parks. If a tournament is located in 
Orlando, many players go a day early to spend a day at Universal or Disney. It’s like a mini vacation! 
You can go too! “I leave chess open to everyone. I think tournaments are for everyone,” Coach Bill 
says. Are you interested in joining the chess team? “People should always feel welcome to come play 
with us,” Coach Bill says. Checkmate! 
First Grade “Builders” 
By Emma Skaff 
 
 The ST.E.A.M. project that First Grade students 
assembled was a big hit and a great learning experience.  
It taught students about geometric shapes, 3-D shapes 
and its integration in architecture.  To begin, the First 
grade students took tours around the NSU campus to 
identify the many different shapes that make up the 
buildings.  Students also learned from professionals in 
the field, such as architects.  For the actual project, stu-
dents worked in small groups and used recyclable mate-
rials to create a 3–D community, which included a hos-
pital, stadium, pet shop, mall, airport, aquarium, homes, 
and our very own University school!  They named their 
community “Ozville.”  Great job First Grade!   
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The Mysterious Monarch of The Deep 
By Johnny Fishman 
 
  Deep down in the abyssal zone, a fascinating creature lurks the dark waters.  This 56 
foot long monster is called the Oarfish, (AKA the King of Herrings) and it is one of the great-
est discoveries in the past two decades.  Ms. Etra, our environmental science teacher is fasci-
nated with animals in general.  The Shining Sun Newspaper was curious to see her reactions 
towards this unique creature. As she viewed a picture of the Oarfish, she was full of awe.  
She said in astonishment, “I’ve never seen something so big in my life!”  It was obvious Ms. 
Etra was eager to learn more about this new creature.   
 The Oarfish was first discovered in 1996 by the United States Navy in San Diego, Cal-
ifornia.  Recently, the Oarfish has appeared  again. It has been seen several times in the west 
coast, twice in California, and twice in Mexico.  The west coast is known for earthquakes, 
and Scientists are saying that it may be sensing something underwater.  Whatever it is sens-
ing, it is causing the Oarfish to rise to the surface of the ocean.  So the conclusion of that the-
ory is that there will be a major earthquake in the west coast.  Ms. Etra had a strong opinion 
on this theory.  She stated, “This theory definitely sounds reasonable, but there could be a 
pollution problem that is making oarfish rise to the surface.” Pollution could definitely be 
something affecting the Oarfish.   
 Can you believe that the Oarfish can grow up to 56 feet long? The Oarfish is the long-
est boney fish, and is the second longest fish, after the whale shark.  Scientist say that the 
Oarfish is believed to be a mythical sea creature.  The Chinese people always believed in the 
“Sea Serpent,” and apparently ancient drawings look similar  to the Oarfish we see today.  
Scientists now think that many “sea serpent” sightings were really the Oarfish.  Ms. Etra was 
very impressed, and agreed with this statement.  “I personally think it is really interesting if 
the Oarfish really existed a long time ago in ancient China, and were left unknown until the 
20th  Century.”   Ms. Etra continued with a smile, “One of my favorite things about being a 
teacher is learning new things from your students.”   
 New Magic is Waiting for You! 
By Madison Davis  
  Lumos! Sound familiar to you? Yes, 
there is an addition to Harry Potter World and 
the addition is… Diagon Alley!!  Harry Potter 
World already consisted of Hogwarts and 
Hogsmeade. Hogsmeade includes Zonkos, Hon-
eydukes, and more!! Now, the new addition of 
Diagon Alley includes Gringotts, Hogwarts Express, and more!!  
 Many people are excited. But wouldn't you like to know how the teach-
ers are reacting to the news? Ms. Bolasini, a diehard Harry Potter Fan, is very 
excited to see what it will look like. ''I'm excited to ride the Hogwarts Ex-
press!'' she says. She is also excited to go on the Gringott’s ride. Now you la-
dies and gentlemen are all probably excited but it is probably going to be 
very crowded! Enjoy everything and if you haven't read the Harry Potter se-
ries then read them now!!!  As of now they are not planning on building any 
other additions . . . but you never know!!! 
The Mathamagical Genius  
By Romy Peretz and Jordyn Epstein  
 
Arthur Benjamin first impressed Fifth Grade students in Mrs. Sontag’s math 
class and for months students had been watching videos of him performing 
his incredible math tricks.   Finally on March 26th, Third, Fourth and Fifth 
grade students had the fortune of seeing this magical man in person.  
Thankfully Mrs. Sontag was able to get this genius to come to University 
School and show us his talents. 
For years Arthur has been practicing his math skills and magic skills. He 
combined his love of both and became a mathamagician. Arthur is a professor at Harvey Mudd College in the math de-
partment. He teaches his students math but in a fun way. One of the tricks Arthur did was an amazing card trick where 
Arthur showed Third Grade student, Itamar Rabin, an invisible card deck and then asked him what card he imaged he 
picked. Arthur then pulled that card out of a visible card deck. He was also able to calculate the day of the week you 
were born on by giving him your date of birth!  
Mrs. Sontag still has her math class watching his videos online about pi, squaring and multiplying numbers, and many 
other math techniques.   Mrs. Sontag explained, "I think Arthur Benjamin is amazing because he manipulates numbers 
so that they create patterns.  These patterns make extremely large numbers easy to add, subtract, multiply, and divide." 
Fifth Grade student, Dylan Romig, agrees that Arthur Benjamin's patterns for math help make squaring numbers and 
multiplying numbers so much easier. Arthur Benjamin has so many easy ways to do things that some people find so 
very difficult. To remember the first 30 numbers of pi he has sentences and every word represents a number. William 
Body, a huge fan said, “Arthur Benjamin inspires me to do better in math and to practice squaring numbers faster.” 
 It's great that Arthur Benjamin was able to combine his to favorite things, math and magic, into preforming math-a-
magic and becoming a math-a-magician. We certainly love and respect him here at the U School!   
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Sports 
Big Losers Send Big Names Packing 
By Ryan Drucker 
 
  
 
 
 
 
The 2013-14 NFL season ended with a boom after the Seattle 
Seahawks dominated the Denver Broncos 43-8, en route to 
their first Vince Lombardi trophy in history. After the celebra-
tion at MetLife Stadium died down, people would think that 
they just had to wait another seven months before any sight 
of a football, right? Wrong. The NFL offseason started, and so 
did free agency.  
Player’s enter the free agency once their contract runs out.  
It is then the player’s choice to decide whether he wants to be 
resigned with his original team, or go to a team with a better 
contract offering.   
In this year’s free agency, many big names were moved 
around. One of them being Darrelle Revis, who signed with the 
New England Patriots after being cut by his team.  Another 
transaction being Demarcus Ware, who was released by the 
Dallas Cowboys and, one day later, signed with the Denver 
Broncos. During the big event, The Shining Sun Newspaper 
sent a sports reporter to get an exclusive interview with part 
teacher, part sports fanatic, Mr. Adrian Walters. When asked 
what he thought the biggest offseason move was he replied, “I 
think it was Denver acquiring Demarcus Ware from the Dallas 
Cowboys.” When our sports reporter asked him his opinion on 
free agency, he said, “I think free agency is a good thing be-
cause it let’s the players have a voice.” Mr. Walters also said 
that the Buffalo Bills had the greatest chance to make a 
comeback at the playoffs because of the way that they are 
built and because of the players they acquired in free agency. 
With all of these big names being moved to other franchises, 
it will be a fun season to watch and to see which franchise 
can overcome the rest and be forever known as champions. 
Some Marlin Magic? 
By Joshua Frank and Ryan Sobol 
 
 A new season means new opportu-
nities.  So, the big question is do the Mar-
lins have a chance of making it to the 
playoffs? With new rising stars like Rookie 
of the Year, Jose Fernandez, or power hit-
ter Giancarlo Stanton, it sure is a possibil-
ity!  
Just over a month into the season, the 
Marlins have 13 wins and 14 loses.  This is a 
very small losing record considering they 
have a hard division.  The Marlins have to 
play and beat teams like the Atlanta Braves 
and the Washington Nationals.  Therefore, 
in most other divisions they would be 
around 3rd place, so 13 wins is good! 
 The Marlins are playing well at the 
moment, but will they make it to the 
playoffs?  If you want to know, go to ESPN 
or Sports Center and watch the Marlins 
play.  With fan support and a lot of people 
rooting them on, the Marlins might make 
the playoffs!!! As Caleb Samson, son of the 
Marlin’s president David Samson says, 
“You can’t count them out yet, after all it is 
a new season.” 
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 Lifestyles 
Fire is Catching 
By Andrew Simon 
  
Fire catching as the mockingjay, Katniss Everdeen, (played by Jenifer Lawrence), 
is not only becoming a rebellion star, but a movie star. The bestselling series, The 
Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins, has become a movie sensation! Two movies, 
The Hunger Games and Catching Fire, have already come out. The book, Mock-
ingjay, will become two movies instead of one. So, Happy Hunger Games, and 
may the odds be ever in your favor! 
 
Movie One: The Hunger Games   ★★★★ 
The movie  The Hunger Games was an amazing mix of action, romance, and trag-
edy. This movie though, was hard to understand if you haven’t read the book. If 
haven’t read or watched The Hunger Games yet, you should start with the books 
first. The books have a lot more detail and the movie is missing the emotion the 
book can only deliver. My favorite part of the movie was when Katniss found 
Peeta on the ground. It was very touching what she did for him.  Right then was 
when I realized Katniss actually loved Peeta. 
 
Movie Two: Catching Fire   ★★★★★ 
 The movie Catching Fire goes more into the rebellion, and every single mi-
nute of the movie, you know a revolution could start. This movie was more un-
derstandable than the first one, and it had better quality special features. After 
watching the film, I wondered, how could they make a movie like this? The spe-
cial effects were unbelievable.  
 
*Mockingjay: Part One will come out soon! I am very excited to see it as well as 
every Hunger Games fan.   
 J.B.-Boy Wonder??? 
By Jared Sanders 
  
 In 2015, Man of  Steel 2-Batman Vs. Superman, will be airing in 
theaters everywhere. There have been rumors started by an Insta-
gram ™ picture, posted by Justin Bieber about the movie. In the post 
was none other than Justin Bieber himself, holding a Batman V.S. 
Superman script, with Bieber printed across the face.  No one knew 
if  this was real, so the internet exploded with questions about the 
movie. This script was a fraud and made by Funny or Die, a You Tube 
comedy channel, who have done comedy scripts with Bieber in the 
past.  William Boudy, a Fifth Grade student is a Batman and Robin 
fan and had much to say about this controversial topic.  "If  Robin is 
played by Justin Bieber, I will not see it."  
Evidence points to this picture being photo shopped and movie 
scripts usually don't have the logo on it.  To top it off, Warner Bros. 
has not released an official logo.  The one in the picture was seen at 
Comiccon, a convention for graphic novel and video game fans.  So 
all you Batman and Superman fans don't worry, it seems like it was 
all just a joke!  
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 Value or Splatter? 
By Andrew Simon and Blake Stern 
 
 When you walk into an art museum you think, “Wow. These paintings are so beautiful AND heavily 
priced.” Then you realize that the actual art work in front of you looks like your 2 year old brother’s splatter 
painting. There are many similarities between modern art and toddler art. Both include a sense of style, but 
not effort. There is no purpose for toddler art, but modern art is made to make people wonder. Ms. Yanes 
said, “I have a love for modern art. The artists get you to think through your mind and wonder about what 
that painting means.” Unfortunately, toddler art does not bring that same wonder.  Below are four paintings,  
can you  guess if the painting is modern or toddler art. Ms. Yanes says that she can easily pass the test, can 
you? 
Fill in your answers, and then see if your answers are right by looking at the back of the newspaper. (Answer 
Key on  Summer Fun Page) 
 
1. Modern or Toddler Art? 
 
Modern Art. Modern art is getting simpler every second.  
 
 
Toddler Art. No way a modern artist did that! That is a toddler  
masterpiece.  
 
 
 
 
2. Modern or Toddler Art? 
 
Modern Art. It is so colorful and professional…  
it has to be modern art.  
 
Toddler Art. That is just paint randomly painted all over.  
It’s definitely Toddler Art.  
 
 
 
 
3. Modern or Toddler Art?  
 
 
Modern Art. I think I’ve seen one like that in a museum once.  
 
 
Toddler Art. Again, if this is Modern Art, the artist should be 
ashamed.  
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4. Modern or Toddler Art? 
 
 
Modern Art. This complex piece requires the mind of an 
adult.  
 
 
Toddler Art. I know the answer- all of these paintings 
are made by toddlers.  
 
 
 
5. Modern or Toddler Art? 
 
Modern Art. Just because it’s worth a lot of money doesn’t really 
mean it should cost that. 
 
 
Toddler Art. I know Modern Art can sometimes be ridiculous, but 
there’s no way that’s a modern artist’s artwork.  
Summer Time is Fun Time 
By Trent Wantman  
 
 The sun is shining, schools are closed, and your community pool is filled with 
strangers.  Yep, that's right, its summer.  Shining Sun news reporter Trent Wantman, 
was curious about what students like doing over the summer.  Ryan Hauver,   a 
Third Grade student exclaims, “I like the fact that there's a two in a half month 
break from school!" Remy Hollander in Fifth Grade says, “I love summer because 
the sun is always out and I can hang out with my friends more often!"  Some kids, 
like Josh Grinberg in Fifth Grade, go to sleep away camp.  "I usually go to sleep 
away camp up in the mountains for a couple of weeks during the summer."  He ex-
plains, "I think it’s good to get away from your life in Florida and meet new people 
from around the nation."   
Summer is around the corner and U School students just can’t wait to be free!  With 
our beaches ready to be occupied and the sun ready to shine like crazy, this is going 
to be the best summer ever!   
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 Ask Ella 
The answers to Bullies, Friend Drama, and More! 
By Ella Marshall 
Letter From Ella 
 
Dear Readers, 
I have run the Ask Ella column in the Shining Sun Newspaper for 
two years. It has been a great journey, and it’s been a great feeling 
to help other people-some with similar problems to my own, some 
drastic and different. I hope I helped anyone I’ve ever responded to. 
I want you all to know, even if I didn’t respond to your letter, I read 
and enjoyed reading it. Thank you all for supporting me and send-
ing the letters. As I move on to middle school next year, my final 
words of advice to you are; when faced with a scary situation, take a 
deep breath, keep your cool, and know who you are. I hope any ad-
vice I’ve given to you was helpful, and good luck in all you do. 
Ella 
Dear Ella, 
We have a friend who spies on us every recess. She sends her friend to hear what 
we are saying. Help us. 
From, 
Cookie Pair 2562 
 
Ella Says: Dear Cookie Pair 2562, 
Ouch! It’s horrible when someone spies on you. Keep in mind, though, that this 
person may not be spying on you. Make sure that you are CERTAIN and that you 
have solid proof. Think long and hard about this. If she truly is spying on you, this 
is absolutely not okay. First, you may want to ask the person that is being sent to 
spy to please stop following you. If they don’t, then tell a teacher. This will get the 
spy off your back and you can breathe easier. If you are unsuccessful and she gets 
someone else to spy on you, it’s time to have a talk with her. Try not to come on 
too strong. It will put her on the defense and you’ll have a harder time coaxing the 
truth out of her. If she apologizes, accept her apology and tell her not to do it 
again. If she doesn’t apologize, you may want to look for a new friend. Real 
friends don’t spy on each other. Good luck!  
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Dear Ella, 
My friend is constantly 
criticizing what I do. We 
have been friends since 
we were born but when it 
comes to school she al-
ways says the things I do 
are not right and hers are 
better. I told her to stop 
but she doesn’t. Help. 
Howtohandlethis? 
 
Ella Says: Dear How-
tohandlethis, 
Everyone hates it when 
they receive constant crit-
icism. It feels like you are 
not doing well enough. But 
is she criticizing or critiqu-
ing? If she is critiquing, 
then she is giving sugges-
tions. But if she is criticiz-
ing, she is straight out tell-
ing you what you are do-
ing wrong. Think about 
which it is carefully. If she 
is critiquing, thank her for 
her suggestions, but say 
that you can make your 
own decisions. If she is a 
true friend she will stop. If 
she is criticizing you, you 
did the right thing by tell-
ing her to stop, but some 
people unfortunately don’t 
listen. Tell her it hurts 
your feeling when she 
does this. If she continues 
to criticize you, then slow-
ly spend less time with 
her. Eventually, she will 
realize that you are not 
hanging out with her as 
much. If she asks why, be 
honest but kind. Eventual-
ly she will get the mes-
sage. Good luck! 
Dear Ella, 
I’m in 3rd grade and I’m 
scared to go to 4th. What if 
you need to be popular to 
make friends? If I do need to 
be popular, how? 
Sincerely, 
Miss Frightened 
 
Ella Says: Dear Miss Fright-
ened, 
I felt exactly the same way 
when I was going into fourth 
grade. It’s scary, going into 
another grade, but it’s not 
that bad. The teachers in 
fourth grade are nice, and it’s 
scarier going into third grade. 
In third, you’re on a different 
floor, you have lockers, you 
have planners! It’s stressful! 
Do you have close friends 
now? If you’re scared, you 
may want make a pact that 
you’ll stick together. Here are 
some tips: First, DO NOT pro-
crastinate. You can’t afford to 
do that. You’ll have too much 
work. This is the voice of ex-
perience that speaks. Sec-
ond, you’ll have to get used to 
more homework. It’s kind of 
stressful the first couple of 
weeks, but after that you get 
used to it. Don’t be afraid to 
ask your teachers for help. 
Here’s a secret- I’m super 
nervous to go to middle 
school, but I’m trying to look 
forward to it. It helps me be 
less stressed if I look at the 
good, not the bad. Look for-
ward to all the things fourth 
grade has to offer. You’ll be 
okay, and you won’t be as 
stressed in fifth grade. I wish 
you all the best in fourth 
grade. Good luck! 
 “Leadership is the ability to translate vision into reality.” 
Warren G. Bennis 
Nadine, 
 
The Lower School lights up when you are in the building.  
Your caring, effervescent personality always proceeds 
you.  Your professionalism, your vision, and your ability 
to cultivate leaders are among your most outstanding 
qualities.  Yet, we cannot talk about you without using 
the term “heart.”  You are the heartbeat of the Lower 
School.  Just look around the  Lower School and see all of 
the programs born out of your vision.  —AIP, CST, CARS, 
Visions, and PBL to name a few.   
You will always be a special part of the Lower School.  We 
will all miss you more than you will ever know!  
 
With all our Love,  
The Lower School 
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 The answers to the “Value or Spatter” quiz are:  
1. Modern Art. Joe Bradley’s “Abelmuth”  
2. Toddler Art.  
3. Toddler Art.  
4. Modern Art. Willem de Kooning’s “A Tree in Naples” 
5.   Modern Art. Josh Smith’s “Untitled”.  
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Dolly Parton once said, "When I'm inspired, I get excited because I can't 
wait to see what I'll come up with next!" Just like any good song writer or 
artist, inspiration fuels the masterpiece they are creating.  It allows their 
mind to expand and floods their body with emotion to draw upon.  My 
staff this session was truly inspired by all the amazing things going on both 
at the U School and in the world.   They used these ideas as a call to action 
and an influence to write their articles...and what great masterpieces they 
have produced!  Congratulations for being inspired to write and in return 
inspiring others to read another fantastic edition of the Shining Sun.   
 
 
        Sincerely, 
        Fanya DeMaria 
  Editor and Faculty Advisor of the Shining Sun Newspaper 
